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 It really seems like time is flying by as it is already 2016.  
This new year is a challenge in many 
different ways.  I would like to 
challenge you to make this a turn 
around year for Jesus Christ.  I 
would like to see all of us at Valley 
Isle Fellowship pull out all of the 
stops and become all that Jesus 
desires us to be.  I would like for this 
to be a year that will truly bring 

glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, let me share with you a radical and crazy step 
that I have and will continue to take.  In my prayer life, I 
have begun to pray for trials and challenges.  Trials and 
challenges that will cause me to trust in the Lord with all 
my heart, causing me not to lean on my own 
understanding.  I am striving to come to the point of 
acknowledging the Lord in my whole life so that He will 
direct my paths.  I am really praying for hardship to fall 
upon me.   

I know that this sounds crazy but I want you to hear me 
out.  For a long time I have prayed that the Lord would 
bless me and God has blessed me in so many ways.  In 
fact, I get very disappointed when He does not bless me in 
the manner and fashion that I desire.  I have even 
complained to the Lord in many cases.   

Therefore my desire is to allow the trials, challenges, and 
hardships to mold and temper me into the person that 
would honor and glorify Him in all situations.  During the 
great times of blessing, I have failed to give God the glory 
and honor that He so rightfully deserves.  I am grateful for 
His blessing, but now I want to become a blessing to Him.  
I want my life to honor Him in ALL situations.   

2015 saw the rise of ISIS and their evil and perverse ways.  
They turned much of their evil and perversions on the 
Christians that were around them.  The atrocities that 
these Christians had thrown upon them should have 
turned them into bitter and hateful people who would 
seek vengeance upon these evil people.  However, the 

stories that I have been reading are quite the opposite.  
These persecuted Christians have a grace and peace that 
permeates them to the point where they pray for God’s 
forgiveness upon these evil people.  They even pray for 
these perverse people to be saved by God’s love and 
mercy.  They seem to be emulating the life of Jesus when 
Jesus prayed on the cross that God would forgive those 
who were crucifying Him because they really didn’t know 
what they were doing.   

I am not saying that I want to be persecuted in that kind of 
way, but I am saying that I want that kind of love and 
faithfulness unto the Lord.  I am also saying that if it will 
take hardship and suffering in order to have that kind of 
loving faithfulness unto the Lord, then sign me up.  I want 

my life to count mightily for 
Jesus.  I want my life to bring 
glory and honor to Him.  I 
know that it is an honor to 
suffer for the Lord so I want to 
mature to the point that when 
suffering comes, I will still 
consider it an honor to suffer 

for the Lord.  Tradition says that when the apostle Peter 
came to the point of his death, he considered himself 
unworthy to die in the same manner that Jesus died.  He 
therefore asked to be crucified upside down.  I don’t know 
if I would ever come to that point but I know that I don’t 
want my life to ever become dishonorable to the Lord.  I 
want my life to count significantly for Jesus. 

I   want    to   ask     you   a 
question.   Do   you   think 
that   we   all   should    be 
praying this same prayer? 
Should we  all be  seeking 
to   be    pleasing    to   the  
Lord  in  every way,  even  
if  it  means  that  we  will  
have to  suffer  trials  and  
hardships       for       Him? 
Understand    that    I    do  
        (continued on page 2)  
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Lord, Make It Hard On Me 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

 not want hardships.  I hate hardships.  What I do want, is to be pleasing to 
God in every way.  In the worst situations of my life, I want the Lord to 
blessed by my response to evils that would try to defeat me.  I want Jesus to 
be my strength and my passion.  I want the first and the last words out of my 
mouth to be to honor and glorify Jesus Christ.  Do you want to join me in 
making 2016 a turn around year and are you willing to do it no matter what 
it might cost? 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Jan 14-16 

Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of  Jan 21-23 

Edwards, Reimann, 
Kaneshiro 

Week of Jan 28-30 

Volunteers Needed 

Week of Feb 4-6 

Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIF 2015 

Lottie Moon 

Christmas 

Offering   

Giving : 

 $1535 

Volunteers Wanted . . . 

Love keikis? Want an 

opportunity to serve in 

Christ’s name? 

Sign-up to be a part of the 

Childcare Ministry   

ministering to children  

infants to age 4 (pre-

kindergarten) during the 

worship service hour. 

Teams being formed now . . . 

Sign-up at back table 

Questions? See Pastor 

Jeremy or Flo Nakama  
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Brother, Where Is Your Identity? 
 

by David Powlison   
Published November 19, 2015  

 

Taken from the the ESV® Men’s Devotional Bible™ (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2015 by Crossway, 

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Who are you? What gives a man his identity? On what foundation are you building your sense of self? Your answer, whether true 

or false, defines your life. 

Wrong ways of defining who we are arise naturally in our hearts, and the world around us preaches and models innumerable false 

identities. But Jesus maps out and walks out a counterintuitive and countercultural way to know who you are. Your true identity is 

a gift of God, a surprising discovery, and then a committed choice. 

What are the ways men get identity wrong? Perhaps you construct a self by the roles and accomplishments listed on your résumé. 
You might identify yourself by your lineage or ethnicity, by your job history or the schools you attended, by your marital status or 

parental role. Perhaps you define who you are by your political leanings or the objects of your sexual longings. Maybe you 

consider yourself to be summed up in a Myers-Briggs category or a psychiatric diagnosis. Your sense of self might be based on 

money (or your lack thereof), on achievements (or failures), on the approval of others (or their rejection), on your self-esteem (or 
self-hatred). Perhaps you think that your sins define you: an angry man, an addict, an anxious people-pleaser. Perhaps afflictions 

define you: disability, cancer, divorce. Even your Christian identity might anchor in something that is not God: Bible knowledge, 

giftedness, or the church denomination to which you belong.  

In each case, your sense of identity comes unglued from the God who actually 

defines you. 

God’s way of sizing up a man goes against the grain of our instinctive opinions 

and strategies. Here are six basic realities to orient you: 

 Your true identity is who God says you are. You will never discover who you 
are by looking inside yourself or listening to what others say. The Lord gets 

the first word because he made you. He gets the daily word because you live 

before his face. He gets the last word because he will administer your final 

“comprehensive life review.” 

 Your true identity inseparably connects you to God. Everything you ever learn about who God is—his identity—correlates 

specifically to something about who you are. For example, “your Father knows your need” means you are always a dependent 
child. “Jesus Christ is your Lord” means you are always a servant. 

 Who God is also correlates with how you express your core identity as your various roles in life develop. For example, the 

Bible says that God’s compassion for you is like that of a father with his children (Ps. 103:13). You will always be a 
dependent child at your core, but as you grow up into God’s image, you become increasingly able to care for others in a 

fatherly way. 

 Your instinctive sense of identity is skewed. In the act of suppressing the knowledge of God (Rom. 1:18–23), a fallen heart  

      suppresses true self-knowing. Whenever we forget God, we forget who we are.  

 A true and enduring identity is a complex gift of Christ’s grace. He gives a new identity in an act of mercy.  Then his Spirit  
      makes it a living reality over a lifetime. When you see him face to face, you will know him as he truly is, and you will fully  

      know who you are (1 Cor. 13:12).   

 Your new and true identity connects you to God’s other children in a common calling. It is not individualistic. You are one  
      member in the living body of Christ.  

      

(continued on page 4) 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%20103.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%201.18%E2%80%9323
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2013.12
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by David Powlison   
Published November 19, 2015  

Now consider a few of the details. Don’t skim through. You will never be gripped by these truths if you treat them 

merely as an information download. 

 All good gifts, beginning with life itself, come from God. You will never be independent. The Lord sustains our        

      lives physically. And every word from the mouth of God gives life. And, supremely, Jesus Christ is the bread of  

      life. Faith knows and embraces this core identity: “I am his dependent.” 

 Our dependency as created beings is compounded, complicated, and intensified by sins and by sufferings. To  

      know ourselves truly is to know our need for help. Faith knows and embraces this core identity: “I am poor and  

      weak.” 

 The Lord is merciful to the wayward. He redeems the sinful, forgetful, and blind. Faith knows and embraces  
      this core identity: “I am sinful—but I am forgiven.” 

 God is our Father. He adopts us in Christ, and by the power of the Spirit, he gives us a childlike heart. We need  

      parenting every day. We need tender care, patient instruction, and constructive discipline. Faith knows and  

      embraces this core identity: “I am God’s child.” 

 The Lord is our refuge. Our lives are beset by a variety of troubles, threats, and disappointments. We aren’t  
      strong enough to stand up to what we face. God’s presence is the only safe place. Faith knows and embraces  

      this core identity: “I am a refugee.” 

 The Lord is our shepherd. He laid down his life for the sheep. He watches over our going out and coming in.  
      We need looking after and continual oversight. Faith knows and embraces this core identity: “I am a sheep in  

      his flock.” 

 Christ is Lord and Master. He bought us with a price; we belong to him. We need someone to tell us what to do  

      and how to do it. Faith knows and embraces this core identity: “I am a servant, indentured for life.” 

 The Lord is married to his people. He patiently nourishes and cherishes his wife, the living body of Christ. We  
      need husbanding from someone faithful, kind, protective, and generous. Faith knows and embraces this core  

      identity: “I submit to Jesus.” 

 God searches every man’s heart. We live before his eyes. Faith knows and embraces this core identity: “I am a  

      God-fearing man.” 

 Our God is good, mighty, and glorious. He is worthy of our trust, esteem, gladness, and gratitude. Faith knows  
      and embraces this core identity: “I am a worshiper.” 
 

We could go on! The pattern is obvious. Every core aspect of a man’s identity expresses some form of humility, need, 

submission, and dependency before the Lord. Our culture and our hearts might claim that masculinity means being 

independent, self-confident, proud, strong, assertive, decisive, tough-minded, opinionated, and unemotional. But Jesus 

is the true man, and he is unafraid of weakness, lowliness, and submission. He came as a helpless and endangered 

child. He became dependent, poor, afflicted, homeless, submitted—an obedient servant entrusted with a job to do. He 

became a mere man and died in pain—committing his spirit into God’s hands, depending by faith on the power of the 

Spirit to raise him. He feels every emotion expressed in the Psalms. 

 

Yet Jesus is also strong. He is leader, teacher, and Lord. He speaks with decisive authority. He helps the weak. He 

forgives the sinful. He has mercies to give away. He faces the hostility of men with courage and clarity. He lives 

purposefully. He goes out looking for his lost sheep. He does the things God does. 

 

How did these two things fit together in Jesus’ life, and how do they fit together in ours? Here is the pattern: Core 

identity as a man leads to the calling to act like God. Weakness leads to strength. Serving leads to mastery. Deaths 

lead to resurrections. It never works the other way around. When your core identity is meek and lowly—like Jesus—

then your calling develops into his image of purposeful, wise, courageous love. You become like God. 
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The order matters. You become generous and merciful to others by continually receiving generous mercies. You learn 

how to protect others by finding refuge in the Lord. You develop into a good father by living as a well-fathered child of 

your Father. You develop into a masterful leader by living as a well-mastered servant. You develop into a wise teacher 

by being a well-taught learner. You learn how to husband a wife in love by being well-husbanded by Christ. You 

develop into a caring pastor of others by living as a well-pastored sheep of your Shepherd. You become a surprisingly 

good counselor by being well-counseled by your Wonderful Counselor. 

 

Of course, in much of life, we function in roles where others are over us, and we live in honorable dependency and 

submission. “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution” (1 Pet. 2:13). Leaders in one sphere submit in 

other spheres. The pastor of your church is subject to the church’s governing authorities. A father of children owes 

honor to his own mother and father. When your core identity is in Christ, you bear fruit whether he calls you to serve as 

a leader or to serve as a servant. 

 

Finally, consider that all your present callings will someday come to an end. When you grow old, frail, and helpless, 

you will become someone else’s charge and responsibility. But your true identity is imperishable. You will still abide in 

Christ. And when he appears, you will appear with him in glory (Col. 3:4). 

 

Editors’ note: This is an excerpt from the new ESV Men’s Devotional Bible (Crossway, 2015).  

 

David Powlison is a faculty member at CCEF and a council member for The Gospel Coalition. David has been 

counseling for more than 30 years. His books include Speaking Truth in Love; Seeing with New Eyes; Power 

Encounters: Reclaiming Spiritual Warfare; and The Biblical Counseling Movement: History and Context. 
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Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

Childcare now available during worship 
service for infants through age 4 (pre-

kindergarten) in the annex. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.4
http://www.amazon.com/Mens-Devotional-Bible-Bibles-Crossway/dp/1433548410/?tag=thegospcoal-20
http://www.ccef.org/


 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  January 2016 

 10 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 11 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 13 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 17 Sanctity Of Life Sunday 

  6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES       

  12 noon—Trustees Meeting  

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 18 Martin Luther King Day - Office Closed 

  10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 20 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 24 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 25 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 27 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

  

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

I Will Boast 

God You Reign 

God Of This City 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

Planning to be the Person that God Desires 
Daniel 1 & 2 

 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I.  Test & Confirm the Value of God’s Commands.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

II.  Grow & Prosper where God has placed you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III.  Trust & Depend on God’s Revelation.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:  


